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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR §1.56 

Mail Stop Amendment 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of documents known to 
Applicant in order to comply with Applicant's duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR §1 .56. 

A copy of each non-U. S. patent document and each non-patent document is being 
submitted to comply with the provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the 
present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as defined in 
37 CFR §1 .56(b). Applicant does not waive any rights to take any action which would be 
appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference any document which is 
determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims of the present application. 
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TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR § 1.97(c), before 
the mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR §1.1 13, a notice of allowance under 37 
CFR §1.31 1, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application. 

STATEMENT 

The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(e)(1) that each item 
of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in any 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three (3) months prior to filing of this Statement. 

The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 CFR § 1.704(d) that each item of 
information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication 
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application and that this communication was not 
received by any individual designated in 37 CFR §1 .56(c) more than thirty days prior to the 
filing of the information disclosure statement. 

RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

Applicant respectfully requests that any listed document be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of Form 
PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

The Examiner in the corresponding Japanese patent application has commented as 
follows: 
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(Regarding Claims 1, 8, 15, 20, 27, 34, 41, 48, 53, 60, and 67- 
71)Literature 1 describes how, when establishing the 
correspondence between a stereo aerial photograph and the 
outline of a specific object on a map and determining the 
elevation thereof, if the elevation of the area corresponding to 
the outline is not constant, the mean value or the elevation of 
the center of gravity of that area is used (see Literature 1 , 
(001 1), etc.). Furthermore, Literature 2 is found to describe 
the same thing (see Literature 2, (0045) to (0047), etc.). Thus, 
the "external shape information" and "correcting errored data 
to be corrected, including at least noise and dropouts in the 
three-dimensional data" of the present application correspond 
to the "outline of a specific object on a map" and "using the 
mean value or the elevation of the center of gravity of the area 
if the elevation of the area corresponding to the outline is not 
constant" in Literature 1 and Literature 2 respectively). 
Therefore, no inventive step is found in the invention according 
to the aforementioned claims. (Regarding Claims 2-7, 9-14, 
16-19, 21-26, 28-33, 35-40, 42^7, 49-52, 54-59, and 61- 
66) Literature 3 describes generating a histogram from a 
range image (= three-dimensional data) and correcting the 
noise components contained in the range image according to 
said histogram (see Literature 3, (0019), (0050), and Figure 7). 
Thus, applying the histogram-based correction technique 
described in Literature 3 to remove noise components 
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contained in three-dimensional data when associating an 
outline with three-dimensional data and determining the 

elevation of an object in Literature 1 or Literature 2 is 

something which could be easily accomplished by a person 

skilled in the art. As described in Literature 4, associating area 

information comprised in map data with a satellite photograph 

or the like and extracting stereo information relating to said 

area information from the satellite image is a well known 

matter (see Literature 2, (0035), etc.), and doing this when 

computing the three-dimensional data as described in Cited 

Literature 1 or 2 does not go beyond a matter which could be 

suitably accomplished at the time of implementation by a 

person skilled in the art. Therefore, no inventive step is found 

in the inventions according to the aforementioned claims. 

Record of Prior Art Literature Search Results 
* Fields searched 
IPC 7th Edition 
G06T 1/00 
• Prior Art Literature 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H03-1 67678 
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication H1 1-328378 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any overpayment, to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741 . Should no proper payment be enclosed herewith, as by a 
check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, otherwise improper or informal or 
even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to 
Deposit Account No. 19-0741. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date ,2.2. J^eA^ r*s—n+ 

FOLEY & LARDNER LLP* 
Customer Number: 22428 



By 



Telephone: (202) 672-5407 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



David A. Blumenthal 
Attorney for Applicant 
Registration No. 26,257 
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